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Together,
let’s meet
with your MP

If you'd like to speak with your
MP but aren't sure where to
start, Advocacy Committee
Chair Harry Ennis and his team
are ready to help — and can
even accompany you to a
meeting. Reach out at
toronto@dyingwithdignity.ca

FALL 2026

DWDC recently launched a new, web-based education platform
focused on providing clear, accurate, and accessible information
about end-of-life choice, including medical assistance in dying
(MAID). 

It’s entirely free of cost and informed by Canada’s legal and
health care frameworks; it works to address misinformation by
grounding the conversation in evidence and lived experience—
bringing together insights from people across Canada who
share what they learned, what they experienced, and what they
wish others knew.

Educating communities on End-of-Life choices is at the core of
our mission to provide participants with the facts and peace of
mind to be able to make their own choices.

Education Presentations in the GTA

If you know of any group that would benefit from any of our
four presentations outlined on the final page of our newsletter,
please provide us with the organization name and we can reach
out to gauge their interest, or if you’d like to book one of our
presentations for your own group... Please email
toronto@dyingwithdignity.ca
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MEET HARRY ENNIS
GTA Chapter Co-Chair

Harry Ennis is a dedicated accessibility and health-equity
advocate with extensive experience supporting people with
disabilities and promoting inclusive healthcare.

Harry began his professional career with Ontario March of
Dimes, where he assisted individuals with disabilities obtain
paid employment. He later joined McMaster University,
managing Library Accessibility Services to ensure that
students with disabilities received the accommodations and
resources necessary to succeed academically.

After leaving the workforce in 2010, Harry continued his commitment to accessibility
through volunteer service. He served on Burlington’s Accessibility Advisory Committee and
Inclusivity Advisory Committees. Following his move to Toronto, he joined Spectrum Health
Care’s Patient and Family Advisory Council and became a patient representative on its
Ethics Committee.

Harry joined the Patient and Family Partner with Unity Health Toronto in 2021. He recently
completed his term as co-chair of the Patient Council and is currently serving his second
two-year term on the Council of Anti-Racism, Equity and Social Accountability, as well as
on the Equity of Access Committee.

Driven by his passion for equitable healthcare, Harry contributed to the development and
modification of Unity Health’s new electronic patient record which launched November
2025. He also participated in the Equity in Care Workgroup, helping ensure that staff had
the information and tools needed to provide equitable care to people from all equity-
deserving groups.

In 2025, Harry joined Ontario Health’s Patient and Family Council, where he provides input
into the delivery of healthcare across the Toronto region.

Given his passion for health equity this also extends to end of life care and MAID which led
Harry to join the GTA Chapter of Dying with Dignity Canada as the Advocacy Chair in
2025. Harry believes that all Canadians should have the same access to MAID and end of
life care regardless of geography or disability. Harry himself is a person with a disability
who has Type 1 diabetes and more recently is an amputee. He is looking forward to leading
the chapter with his co-chair Bruce Glawson and working with all the volunteers.
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MEET BRUCE GLAWSON
GTA Chapter Co-Chair

Bruce Glawson has been a documentary director, an
entrepreneur and co-owner of a successful production
company based in Toronto and a Vice President of
Network Programming at PrideVision TV, the world's
first LGBT television network.

Most recently Bruce was television Production Executive in Original Factual
Programming at Discovery Canada and Bell Media until his retirement in 2020.
Glawson is the former co-chair and was one of the founding directors of It Gets
Better Canada, a registered charity known for its effective social media storytelling
to support and empower 2SLGBTQ+ youth.

Bruce started volunteering with the GTA Chapter of Dying With Dignity Canada in
June 2025, as the Administrative Coordinator. He is honoured and inspired to
become the Co-Chair of the GTA Chapter alongside his dedicated and highly
respected friend and colleague Harry Ennis.

Bruce volunteers with Dying with Dignity Canada because of his mother. At age 99,
his mom chose medical assistance in dying. He is forever grateful for her end-of-life
choice and rights and that she was able to experience a death with dignity.

Bruce lives in the High Park area of Toronto with his husband, Victor, of 20 years,
and with the recent addition of their beloved rescue dog, Enzo, from Shanghai.
Bruce has begun to refresh his decidedly limited piano skills, after decades of
neglect, and has started writing weekly Substack posts in his publication entitled:
queer boomer... you say that like it’s a bad thing.
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MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

TAJA ROBERTS VIRGINIA FLINTOFT WENDY SMITH

GTA Chapter Administrative Coordinator
Taja brings a background in operations, administrative management, and technical expertise
to the GTA Chapter. As a dedicated advocate and volunteer since childhood, she combines a
lifelong commitment to community service with a people focused and empathetic approach
to leadership. DWDC is a community of truly wonderful people that she is honoured to have
the opportunity to work with.

 

Co-Chair, Education Committee
Virginia is a retired senior researcher in health policy and patient safety at the University of
Toronto and a recent member of the Education and Outreach committees of the Toronto
Chapter of Dying with Dignity Canada. She has been a board member of the Cancer Quality
Council of Ontario and the Toronto-York Victorian Order of Nurses. Her background in intensive
care nursing has reinforced her commitment to the importance of education as critical to
individuals and their families to make informed end-of-life decisions.

Chair, Outreach Committee
Wendy is retired from the pharmaceutical industry, having worked in sales, sales training, and
marketing. She also established her own marketing consultancy company, partnering with
companies to develop innovative educational programs to help make a difference. After
retirement, Wendy has found her passion in end-of-life advocacy. She’s a firm believer that
every person deserves the right to choose at the end of their life.
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MEET OUR NEW PRESENTATION COORDINATOR

Thank you Roz                                                             by Bina Feldman

We want to thank Dr Roz Doctorow for her guidance and leadership in co-chairing the
Education Committee of DWDC-GTA Chapter for the past 4 years. She also sat on the
Executive Committee and has been a Resource Person for Presentations (MAID & ACP)

Roz is an Adjunct Professor of Education at Nova Southeastern University. She has had a
long and successful career in education starting in the classroom and working as a
consultant and researcher for the Ministry of Education.

We have all benefitted from her commitment to in-service programs. Roz has spearheaded
so many of our events. Through her reading and research she has brought in speakers that
have left a lasting impact on all of us, including:

Ann Fraser 

Ann brings a background in community engagement across
church and professional spaces to DWDC. As the Outreach
Presentation Coordinator, she focuses on linking groups with
vital speakers and educational resources. Her empathetic
approach ensures every community connection is both
meaningful and collaborative.  

-Eric Mathison: AI and ACP
-Dr. Georges L’Esperance: Advance Requests
-Dr. Hsien Seow & Dr Sammy Winemaker: Hope For The
Best, Plan For The Rest
-Dr. Blair Bigham: Death Interrupted.

Roz is now stepping down as co chair of the Education
Committee and will remain as a Resource Person for
presentations.

We thank Roz for all her hard work.
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THE SEVEN KEYS – NEW!

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING

END-OF-LIFE OPTIONS 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING

Our Seven Keys presentation 
is based on the book Hope For 
The Best Plan For The Rest by
physician Dr. Sammy Winemaker
and researcher Dr. Hsien Seow. The
presentation describes the seven
keys for navigating a life-changing
diagnosis. It can help audiences of
all ages stay positive yet realistic
through their illness journey; 
use their values and preferences 
to guide health care decisions;
understand patient rights and how
to speak up and navigate through
the complex health care system.

Each session runs 
30 minutes, with an
additional 30 minutes
for questions and
answers.

These DWDC
information sessions will
stimulate thoughtful
discussion 
in audiences at all
stages of life. It’s 
never too late to think
about the issues our
presentations cover, and
then to translate your
knowledge 
into action. We 
offer strategies 
that can increase 
your awareness and
confidence, and
empower you to cope
better when you or
someone you love faces
these issues.

Contact us
to book a presentation

toronto@dyingwithdignity.ca

The GTA Chapter of Dying with Dignity Canada can help you and
the people you love tackle the prickly challenges that arise when
coping with the complexity of a life-changing diagnosis or when
someone is contemplating end-of-life choices. Our experience
teaches us that everyone, young or old, can face these complex
situations with more confidence and peace of mind armed with
the right information and tools. Our presentations will raise
awareness of your rights and outline the options available to you.

This presentation empowers
patients and caregivers by helping
them plan for severe injury, illness
and end-of-life. It covers the what,
why, when and how of Advance
Care Planning, explains how 
to select a Substitute Decision
Maker and outlines the process of
creating an Advance Care Plan.

How you leave this life is your
choice. This presentation speaks
to what MAID is, the eligibility
criteria and describes the entire
process. In addition, you will
learn how MAID became legal in
Canada, what the current MAID
legislation includes and where it
falls short.

In a society where end-of-life
care is becoming increasingly
complex, this session provides 
an overview of the end-of-life
choices available in Ontario
today. Learn about conventional
medical care, hospice palliative
care, medical assistance in dying
and other options. Then see 
how an advance care planning
process underlies all these
choices.


