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STAY IN TOUCH

Price Carter, son of assisted dying 
trailblazer, Kay Carter, accesses the 
right his mother fought for

“Well, this was bound to happen. That one of Kay Carter’s children 
might one day make use of the legislation that she made possible.” 
These were the words that landed in our inbox on May 11, 2025. The email 
came from Price Carter, son of assisted dying trailblazer, Kay Carter, whose 
advocacy paved the way for Canada’s original MAID legislation in 2015.

Price was diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer and had begun the assessment 
process for medical assistance in dying. He reached out to Dying With Dignity 
Canada with an offer: To use his remaining time to educate Canadians about 
his choice of an assisted death. Price was no stranger to advocacy and political 
affairs. He engaged successfully with the media during his mother’s case as it 
made its way through the lower courts of British Columbia and eventually to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. Fast forward 10 years, and Price was ready to engage 
once again – this time, with the story of his own diagnosis and chosen death.

In close collaboration with Price, Dying With Dignity Canada reached out to some 
trusted media outlets to pitch his story. It was picked up by The Canadian Press 
and The Globe and Mail, with a potential audience reach of 143,997,064 people. 

Price Carter accessed MAID on June 20, 2025. Surrounded by his loved ones, 
Price had the peaceful and dignified death he desired and will be remembered 
for his grace and courage. We are so grateful to Price and his family for the 
legacy they continue to leave for the end-of-life rights movement in Canada.

HIGHLIGHTS

Recent Ipsos polling confirms support 
for assisted dying in Canada
The findings of a recent Ipsos poll confirm that 85% of Canadians 
continue to support the original Carter v. Canada decision.
Eighty-four per cent support advance requests for a person diagnosed with 
a capacity-impairing grievous and irremediable condition, and 72% support 
advance requests even without a grievous and irremediable diagnosis. These 
results reinforce our mission and invigorate us to continue advocating for 
end-of-life rights on behalf of Canadians across the country. 

Read the full results of the 2025 Ipsos poll at
dyingwithdignity.ca/2025-poll

“If my husband had been 
able to write an advance 
request, he would have 
specified the point at which 
MAID could have been 
administered after losing 
capacity: For example, 
‘When I no longer recognize 
my family.’ ‘When I am 
trapped by my body and 
unable to move.’ ‘When I 
can no longer toilet myself.’ 
‘When I cannot speak or 
swallow.’ But the law is set.”

~ Sheila Noyes, MAID Advocate 

10,000+
downloads of our 
ACP Kit during Advance 
Care Planning Month

2,900+ views 
of our Myths & Facts 
Webinar Series

2,226 letters sent 
to federal candidates 
during the 2025 election

https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/media-center/2025-poll-support-for-medical-assistance-in-dying-and-advance-requests/
https://www.facebook.com/DWDCanada/
https://bsky.app/profile/dyingwithdignity.ca
https://www.instagram.com/dwdcanada/
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/


REMEMBERING
Cheryl Romaire
If you followed our work prior to 
the passage of Bill C-7, the name 

“Cheryl Romaire” will likely ring a bell. 
Cheryl was instrumental in Dying With 
Dignity Canada’s advocacy for Track 2 MAID 
– in other words, MAID for those whose 
death is not reasonably foreseeable. Cheryl 
was diagnosed with adhesive arachnoiditis, 
an extremely painful condition that Cheryl 
described as feeling like her tailbone was being “crushed by a 100 lb. rock”. 
Her left sciatic nerve was stuck in a state of constant spasms – something she 
described as “lightning bolt stabbing electricity that never stops.”

When Cheryl first reached out to us, she shared details about the attempts to 
relieve her suffering. These attempts included 24 invasive and painful spine 
procedures, epidurals, nerve root blocks, corticosteroid injections, median 
branch blocks, radiofrequency ablations, non-surgical decompression, shockwave 
therapy, physiotherapy, and a program at the chronic pain clinic. Unfortunately, 
none of these interventions relieved her suffering.

Thanks to the compassionate passage of Bill C-7 in 2021, Cheryl chose to access 
MAID in May 2025. These were her parting words: “In the time that I’ve spent 
approved for MAID, I was able to access the health care that I needed to access. 
I’m on the best immune suppressants, I have a spinal cord stimulator implant, 
I have (mostly) good doctors, but my pain flares and other autoimmune symptoms 
are just not well controlled. All the money and disability supports in the world 
will not change that. MAID is letting me say goodbye to my family with dignity.” 
We are incredibly grateful for Cheryl’s advocacy, and hope her story serves as a 
reminder of the importance of equitable end-of-life choice.

Dying With 
Dignity Canada 
gets social

HIGHLIGHTS

TAKE ACTION!

Correcting misinformation and 
unsubstantiated claims
Since the last issue of Voice for Choice in Spring 2025, significant 
misinformation and misguided statements were released about Track 2 
MAID and the issue of MAID and mature minors, which DWDC was quick 
to refute. This is a brief overview of the issues and our response. For more in-depth 
information, please visit our website at dyingwithdignity.ca/media-centre.

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
published a report in March 2025 recommending that Canada repeal Track 2 
MAID. The report mischaracterized the data on who accesses MAID in Canada, 
was unclear in its specific concerns, and conflated the issues of MAID and mental 
illness, mature minors, and advance requests. It is our position that we cannot 
solve one injustice by creating another; those with a disability must have the 
same right to autonomy and end-of-life choice as all people across Canada. 
Dying With Dignity Canada released a public statement about this report and 
wrote a letter to the Green Party of Canada following their support for the UN’s 
recommendations. Both communications can be found in our Media Centre. 

In May, photos of a pamphlet with the headings “MAID for children and teens” 
and “MAID for mental illness” spread on social media along with misleading 
claims circulated by The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC), with a clear 
anti-choice agenda. The brochure was falsely attributed to Dying With Dignity 
Canada and/or the Government of Canada. To be clear, we do not advocate for 
MAID for individuals under the age of 18 who are suffering from a mental illness. 
The issue of MAID and mature minors has no connection to the legalization of 
MAID for mental disorders. Dying With Dignity Canada released a public statement 
and engaged with fact-checking journalists to set the record straight.

For more information on our current issues, please visit 
dyingwithdignity.ca/advocacy

1,714 letters sent to 
new and returning elected 
officials about advance 
requests, MAID and mental 
illness, and Institutional 
Religious Obstructions

96 Letters to the Editor 

written to 276
publications in support 
of advance requests

FALL2025 NEWSLETTER
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On April 16, 2025, Dying With Dignity 
Canada volunteer, Denyse Burns, 
joined Melissa Grelo and Cynthia 
Loyst on CTV’s, “The Social” for a 
segment on Advance Care Planning. 
This daytime talk show reaches 
2.3 million people each week 
across Canada. 

Denyse is a death doula with 
extensive experience presenting to 
community groups on the topic of 
Advance Care Planning. She describes 
the act of creating an Advance Care 
Plan as a gift. “It’s there. If something 
happens, it’s there.” 

Download your own 
Advance Care Planning Kit at

dyingwithdignity.ca/
advance-care-planning

https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/advocacy/
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/education-resources/advance-care-planning/
https://www.facebook.com/DWDCanada/
https://bsky.app/profile/dyingwithdignity.ca
https://www.instagram.com/dwdcanada/
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dying-with-dignity-canada/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.youtube.com/@DWDCanada



