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KEEPING
TRACK
OF IT ALL

If medical assistance

in dying (MAID) seems
like a frequent topic in
the news, you’re right —
and if you’re finding it
hard to keep up or feeling
unsure about its many
aspects, you'’re not
alone. Our Winter 2024
newsletter aims to clarify
the latest MAID issues and
legislative developments
to help bring you up

to speed.

UPDATE ON
BILL C-390

Bill C-390 — a federal private member’s
bill — was tabled on May 22, 2024,

and would amend the Criminal Code
to allow a clinician to provide MAID

under a provincial framework that

allows for advance requests.

If this bill passes, any province
could develop a framework in their
provincial health care system; the
onus would be on the individual
province to establish their framework.
This would mean that access to
advance requests for MAID could
vary across the country.

At the stage of printing this newsletter,
Bill C-390 was at first reading in
parliament. We continue to work
with MPs to help get this bill passed.

A National Conversation on
advance requests for MAID

On October 28, 2024, the
Ministers of Health and Justice
and the Attorney General of
Canada announced that the
Government of Canada will
be launching a National
Conversation on the topic of
advance requests for medical
assistance in dying (MAID).
This is a promising development after
eight years of federal inaction on an
issue we know a majority of people
across Canada support. What we know
at this point is that the consultations

about advance requests for MAID will
be held between November 2024 and

January 2025, with a report expected
in the spring of 2025.

It will be critical that individual
people across Canada participate and
share their feelings and experiences
on this deeply personal issue. The
last MAID consultation in 2020
generated over 300,000 responses
from people across Canada. We hope
for the same level of participation on
advance requests. No details on how
to participate are available yet. Rest
assured that we will keep you informed
as more information becomes available
from Health Canada and opportunities
to participate arise.

830/ OF PEOPLE ACROSS CANADA SUPPORT
O ADVANCE REQUESTS FOR MAID

The province of Quebec — not
interested in waiting for the federal
government — passed Bill 11 on

June 7, 2023, amending the province’s
End-of-Life Care Act to support
advance requests for those who have an
incurable illness leading to incapacity.

In September, the province announced
it would implement advance requests
for MAID by October 30, 2024. Quebec
Seniors Minister Sonia Bélanger
called the province a leader in
upholding “patients’ right to die with
dignity.” The Director of Criminal
and Penal Prosecutions said,

“It would not be in the public interest
to authorize criminal prosecutions
for deaths occurring in a context of

THE ROLLOUT OF
ADVANCE REQUESTS
FOR MAID IN QUEBEC

MAID so long as the care is provided
in compliance with the act.”

In a recent statement from the Ministers
of Health and Justice, they said,

“We are launching a
national conversation
and will not be initiating
a challenge of Quebec’s
Bill 11. We recognize
the importance of
collaboration between
levels of government to
ensure that the needs of
patients and health care
professionals are met.”
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MAID and

mental illness
lawsuit in Ontario

On August 19, 2024, DWDC,

John Scully and Claire Elyse Brosseau
filed a lawsuit in defense of those
with longstanding, treatment-resistant
mental illnesses who are currently
excluded from being assessed for an
assisted death; this is a clear breach
of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

Our legal team is
currently working with
experts and gathering
evidence as we await a court
date, sometime next year.

MAID
Track 2

lawsuit and
intervenor status

On September 26, 2024, a lawsuit
was launched to challenge Track 2
of Canada’s medical assistance in
dying (MAID) legislation where a
person’s death does not have to be
reasonably foreseeable. DWDC was
surprised and disappointed to see
this because the inclusion of those
whose deaths are not reasonably
foreseeable in MAID criteria was due
to two individuals with disabilities,
Jean Truchon and Nicole Gladu,
who saw the law under C-14 as
discriminatory and argued it violated
their Charter rights — and they won!

DWDC will seek intervenor status
in this lawsuit.

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD

all of our guides for
free on our website

in the Education and
Resources section.
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LAWSUIT IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

On June 17, 2024, DWDC,

Dr. Jyothi Jayaraman, and
Gaye O’Neill filed a claim in
the Supreme Court of

British Columbia to ensure
that the rights of vulnerable
patients in accessing medical
assistance in dying (MAID) are
protected within all British
Columbia care facilities.

Consistent
hegative
media
regarding
MAID

Those opposed to assisted dying

make a concerted effort to disseminate
negative sentiments and stories wherever
possible. Unfortunately, the information
is often incorrect or incomplete but
continues to be recycled, causing
concern and confusion for people in
Canada and around the globe.

We encourage you to remain critical
in your thinking and rely on trusted
sources like DWDC, experts in the
media such as Jocelyn Downie

and Dr. James Downar, or ethicist
Eric Mathison and his SubStack, “Value
Judgements”, where he critically assesses
much of the mis- and disinformation
circulating about MAID in the media.

The plaintiffs have reviewed the
responses and both sides will now
move to compiling expert reports and
other evidence to support their arguments.
The parties are working toward a trial
in 2025 but are waiting for the Court to
assign a judge and set hearing dates and
deadlines for the exchange of evidence.

Stay up to date on all our issues
by signing up for our newsletter or

While there have been a few stories
in the media suggesting that people
are being approved for or provided
MAID inappropriately, these stories
are misleading. We are not aware of
any MAID provisions that resulted in
criminal charges. It’s important to
remember that just because someone
raises the topic of MAID does not mean
the individual will be approved.

NOTE: Given the current uncertain
political climate in Canada, some of
the content in this winter newsletter
may have changed since printing. To
receive the most current information
about our work, sign up for our email
communications on our website and
follow our social media accounts.

Meanwhile, DWDC has been busy with...
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