
ACCESSED

9,000+
HIGHLIGHTS

OF OUR NEW
HOW TO BE A

SINCE LAUNCH OF UPDATED
RESOURCE IN APRIL

Lake (PMS322C)
c.100 m.35 y.50 k.13
r.0 g.114 b.119
HEX #007277
Contrast to White 5.7:1

Petal (PMS2665C)
c.62 m.60 y.0 k.0
r.113 g.111 b.178
HEX #716FB2
Contrast to White 4.5:1

Reflection (PMS317C)
c.29 m.0 y.12 k.0
r.178 g.224 b.225
HEX #B2E0E1

Floret (PMS263C)
c.12 m.24 y.0 k.0
r.217 g.195 b.222
HEX #D9C3DE

Stem (PMS381C)
c.24 m.1 y.100 k.0
r.204 g.219 b.41
HEX #CCDB29

Bloom (PMS2365C)
c.3 m.33 y.0 k.0
r.239 g.185 b.213
HEX #EFB9D5

Blossom (PMS234C)
c.6 m.100 y.0 k.26
r.175 g.0 b.110
HEX #AF006E
Contrast to White 6.9:1

Leaf (PMS364C)
c.73 m.33 y.100 k.19
r.74 g.118 b.55
HEX #4A7637
Contrast to White 5.3:13.5:12.8:14.1:14.0:1

ADVANCE CARE
PLANNING
(ACP) KITS

12K+
VIEWS OF THE
DOCUMENTARY

CHAPTER PRESENTATIONS,
WEBINARS, AND
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

“IN MY OWN TIME” 

BETWEEN JANUARY & JUNE

138

STAY IN TOUCH! www.dyingwithdignity.ca
Sign up to receive regular updates from Dying With Dignity Canada on upcoming webinars, events, advocacy 

initiatives, and opportunities to engage. And follow us on:

Support Dying With Dignity Canada to help make unwanted suffering at end-of-life a thing of the past.
Charity Registration Number: 11889 0086 RR0001.

Lake (PMS322C)
c.100 m.35 y.50 k.13
r.0 g.114 b.119
HEX #007277
Contrast to White 5.7:1

Petal (PMS2665C)
c.62 m.60 y.0 k.0
r.113 g.111 b.178
HEX #716FB2
Contrast to White 4.5:1

AODA Complient Secondary Colours

Tertiary Complimentary Colour Pairs

Reflection (PMS317C)
c.29 m.0 y.12 k.0
r.178 g.224 b.225
HEX #B2E0E1

Floret (PMS263C)
c.12 m.24 y.0 k.0
r.217 g.195 b.222
HEX #D9C3DE

Stem (PMS381C)
c.24 m.1 y.100 k.0
r.204 g.219 b.41
HEX #CCDB29

Bloom (PMS2365C)
c.3 m.33 y.0 k.0
r.239 g.185 b.213
HEX #EFB9D5

Blossom (PMS234C)
c.6 m.100 y.0 k.26
r.175 g.0 b.110
HEX #AF006E
Contrast to White 6.9:1

Leaf (PMS364C)
c.73 m.33 y.100 k.19
r.74 g.118 b.55
HEX #4A7637
Contrast to White 5.3:13.5:12.8:14.1:14.0:1

F A L L 2 0 2 4

We know that individual people 
across Canada can – and do – 
influence changes in legislation, 
regulation, and policy. We are 
incredibly grateful for the advocacy, 
passion, and commitment of the 
DWDC community, but our work is 
not done. The medical assistance in 
dying (MAID) file continues to evolve.

Our current priorities include advance 
requests for MAID, ending forced 
transfers in publicly-funded health care 
facilities in B.C. (and beyond), and 
ending the discriminatory exclusion 
of people who live with treatment-
resistant mental disorders from being 
assessed for MAID.

While these topics are not new to 
our advocacy efforts, we have recently 
updated our Advocacy Toolkits with 
current statistics and supporting 
messaging so that you can continue 
to engage your MPs, MLAs, and MPPs. 
They are easily downloaded from our 
website under Advocacy >
Current Priorities > Subject. 

“This hypocritical, degrading and cruel 
practice of forced transfers, in the name 
of one group’s beliefs, must be stopped. 
We don’t know if we will ever heal from this 
experience, but we know we won’t until 
the practice of forced transfers, on others, 
has been stopped.” - Gaye and Jim O’Neill

On Monday, June 17, 2024, Arvay Finlay, the legacy firm of Joe Arvay who was lead 
legal counsel in the Carter case, filed a claim in the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
suing the province of B.C. and Providence Health Care because the organization’s 
policy to ban MAID in its publicly-funded facilities violates patients’ Charter rights.

Plaintiffs include Gaye O’Neill, the mother of 34-year-old Samantha O’Neill who 
was forced to transfer hospitals for her medically assisted death, and Dr. Jyothi 
Jayaraman, a palliative care doctor who left Providence Health Care because of its 
policy that bars patients from accessing MAID in its facilities.

DWDC will act as public interest litigant on behalf of patients, their families and 
loved ones, and clinicians, who have suffered egregious harm caused by the denial 
of their section 7 and 2a Charter Rights.

We will update supporters on the events of this lawsuit as they unfold on our blog 
and social media platforms.

UPDATED
ADVOCACY TOOLKITS

ACTIONS IN
SUPPORT OF
ADVANCE 
REQUESTS
FOR MAID
1.	Send a letter to your MP, the

Ministers of Health and Justice, 
and the Prime Minister’s Office 
using the template on our 
website under Advocacy > 
Allow advance requests now. 

2.	Use our Advance Request for
MAID Advocacy Toolkit to 
set up a meeting with your MP, 
and speak with them directly.

FORCED TRANSFER LAWSUIT 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
FORCED TRANSFER LAWSUIT 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Gaye, Sam and Jim O’Neill

https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/
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https://twitter.com/DWDCanada?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/dwdcanada/
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/advocacy/allow-advance-requests-now/
https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/advocacy/#current-priorities
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In April, DWDC launched an 
improved edition of our Advance 
Care Planning Kit. Since then, it 
has been accessed 9,000+ times 
by people across Canada. 
We have been pleased to see such high 
engagement with this updated resource, 
as we feel it is critical that everyone, 
no matter their age or current health 
status, completes an Advance Directive 
and reviews it regularly over time.

If you downloaded the new Kit, we are 
curious if you have a story to share 
about the experience. Did you complete 
it with a group? How did you stay 
motivated to complete it? What were 
the most challenging sections for you? 
How did you share it with your 
Substitute Decision-Maker(s)?

We’d love to hear from you using the 
Share Your Story page on our website.
Go to Get Involved > Share 
your story to fill out the form.

Dying With Dignity Canada has 
released a new resource on grief and 
MAID through a partnership with 
MAID Family Support Society. 
The booklet covers the different 
types of grief, what people can 
expect at the various stages of 
grief after death, and the supports 
available to help navigate these 
challenging feelings. 

It is free to download from our 
website under Education and 
Resources > Booklets.

Increasingly, we come up against mis- and disinformation in the media, and through 
other online sources, which requires a heightened ability to critically question what 
we read and hear. On Dying With Dignity Canada’s website, we provide all the facts 
on Canada’s MAID program (including criteria and safeguards) as well as facts to 
counter the various myths we hear about MAID. Follow End-of-life Support 
> Medical assistance in dying > Get the facts to learn more.

If you ever have a question or concern about something you heard or read about 
MAID in Canada, you can contact your provincial or territorial MAID coordination 
services, or email us at info@dyingwithdignity.ca.  

Grief and 
Medical 
Assistance 
in Dying

YOU CAN DOWNLOAD
all of our guides for 
free on our website 
in the Education and 
Resources section.

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING:
Share Your Story

NEW RESOURCE:

Myths&Facts

“People who live with mental 
illness are tired of the stigma 
and have been marginalized for 
so long that they don’t want to 
speak up. I know I don’t speak 
for everyone, but I hope I can 
shed some light on an issue that 
is so often misunderstood, and 
maybe help people empathize 
and think more about the rights 
of people who live with 
mental illness.” - John Scully

In August, 2024, DWDC, John Scully, 
Claire Elyse Brosseau, and legal firm 
Paliare Roland joined forces in a 
court challenge to secure equality 
for those whose sole underlying 

condition is a 
mental illness in 
Canada’s assisted 
dying legislation.

The passage of 
Bill C-62 delayed 
MAID for mental disorders another 
three years – and a total of six year – 
until 2027. It has become clear that 
even though the Carter decision did not 
exclude mental disorders and Bill C-7 
introduced them in legislation with 
time provided to prepare, this issue 
will need to be resolved by the courts. 
As the events of this lawsuit unfold, 
we will keep our supporters informed 
on our blog and social media platforms.

COURT CHALLENGE TO END 
DISCRIMINATORY EXCLUSION 
OF THOSE WITH A MENTAL 
ILLNESS FROM MAID

Plaintiff John Scully
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